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Making iWeb Work for You!
by Sue Beal

Our speaker in October was Emilie Stewart, a tough 
taskmaster for any software she chooses and uses! Her 
victim this time was iWeb, Apple’s user-friendly, entry 
level website program. But Emilie took that easy, entry-
level program and made it really work for her as a website 
tool. She found what it’s good for, where it falls below her 
standards, and what other tools she could plug in to make 
her websites work.

This was a really interesting evening, especially if one 
was fortunate enough to see Joe Kukella put the same pro-
gram though its paces for us earlier this year. Our speakers 
could not be more different in how they approached the 
same subject, and the result is a lot more perspective on 
websites in general and iWeb as a specific tool, for us as 
a club. Excellent!

Emilie began by saying that iWeb is friendly and easy to 
use, and anything you’ve learned from using other programs 
like Word, iPhoto or Photoshop — applies and works here. 
So it's intuitive. If you think that's how it might work, try 
it — it probably will work that way!

Remember, iWeb is part of Apple’s iLife Suite. It may 
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already be on your computer. If not you 
get all four programs — iPhoto, iMovie, 
GarageBand and iWeb — for just $79.

iWeb likes to control everything you 
do, so if you want to do things it doesn’t 
necessarily encourage, you need to 
learn some work-arounds. Beginning 
with the templates, which is step one 
of starting a website — choosing a 
template.

For two of the three websites Emilie 
showed us, she chose the simple black 

template. She likes how it makes the 
objects you put on it stand out, it’s 
dramatic. Those sites were Emilie’s 
German collectibles site and Peter’s 
gallery site.

There are other templates available 
on the web for iWeb; you don’t have to 
use Apple’s templates. But, she cau-
tions, some of these can get pricey! 
For Walter’s website (the third one she 
showed us), she chose one of the third 
party ones, a free treasure/island theme 

that went very well 
with the birthday 
party subject.

Getting Started
So, you open iWeb 

and choose New Site 
from under the File 
menu. Pick a tem-
plate from the list, 
or choose it using 
the Theme button, 
bottom left. 

iWeb offers some 
great widgets you 
can add to your 
website but Emilie 
says beware... if 
you use the slide-
show function, you 

can't use widgets with it. However, if 
you choose to use a widget, you drag 
the icon in from the Widget Gallery, 
then you paste in the html code that 
goes behind the icon to make it work.  
Paypal buttons are Widgets. Some of 
the non-Apple widgets don’t work on 
the pre-made pages that iWeb gives 
you. To be sure your widgets will work, 
start with the blank template page. So 
that’s Emilie’s first work-around - use 
the blank page format.

Work-Arounds?
If you are making a site celebrating 

your anniversary party or your grand 
kids’ accomplishments, you aren't go-
ing to need Paypal buttons or a lot of 
other fancy stuff. But if you want to 
make iWeb work for you for a more com-
mercial site or one that you particularly 
need to have picked up in the search 
engines, keep reading.

Welcome Page
iWeb mandates that your home page 

must be the welcome page. You can’t 
get around it. Start with the blank one 
and you’ll be able to make it work, no 
matter what bells and widgets you need 
to add.

One of the things you think about 
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iWeb
continued from page one

continued on page three

with a commercial or organization’s 
site is that you want the web search 
engines to “crawl” it and pick up your 
text, so your site comes up in a rel-
evant search. If you use a photo page 
that iWeb provides, and if you use the 
text boxes they put on it... typing in 
your text... the web crawlers will not 
see your text!

For odd reason, the content of those 
boxes is treated as a graphic, not text. 
So, if you want your text to be crawled 
and recognized, delete iWeb’s text box-
es and make your own, Or, again, start 
with the blank page template.

The Inspector is Your Friend!
The little icon with the letter “i” in 

a circle brings up the Inspector when 
you click it. The Inspector is the work-
horse of iWeb, this is where you’ll go 
to bring in widgets or music or movies, 
set fonts, create links, find and identify 
anything you want to bring in. 

Photo Pages 
There are a few limits on your photo 

pages. The page size is limited to 100 
photos or 4,000 pixels. That's a lot! 
But be kind to your viewers, size down 
your photos before you bring them in. 
Huge photos don’t load quickly and if 
your viewer has a slow or dial-up con-
nection, he or she will get bored and 
click elsewhere.

Apple thinks you will always be 

More iWeb Tips
SAVE A LOT!

It’s easy to lose your 
work with a crash!

K.I.S.S. RULE:
Don’t load up your site with ev-
ery bell and widget you can use! 

It’s not about showing what a 
wild designer you are. It’s about 

communicating and sharing 
information! Let the content 
shine, not your design skills!

Fun Site Tips
When Emilie did Walter’s 
birthday site she went to 

godaddy.com and got a cute
domain name for it:

www.walters-birthday.com!

She used a free treasure 
theme, which was fun looking 
and perfect for a Keys event.

Add Music!
You can use a widget to add a 

little MP3 box - Use the Inspec-
tor to find a song in your iTunes 

library to add, and pick a
graphic that coordinates!

Voila!

Careful Picking Fonts!
Not all fonts are available in all 
browsers, and your page will

really look different from what 
you intended if the fonts are 

substituted. Avoid trouble and 
use only the fonts in the WEB 

folder in the font picker
(Inspector window)

preparing your photos in iPhoto. 
John Hammerstrom comments that 
if iPhoto is happy with it, then iWeb 
will also be happy with it. But Emilie 
is a Photoshop user, and she and Pe-
ter found that bringing in Photoshop 
photos can sometimes be frustrating. 
Ultimately they got it to work. Carol 
Ellis added that one should check 
the options in the Save dialog box in 
Photoshop; this could cause some 
unexpected results, depending on 
what was set.

Jonathan, a new face at UKMUG, 
said that it’s a good idea to visit your 
site, once it’s up, and click on all the 
links and make sure it does what you 
intended. I would add that if you have 
a friend on a PC, ask them to do the 
same for you.

Hosting the Site
Emilie hosts her site on Mobile Me. 

Mobile Me Tip
You don’t have to pay $99 for 
Mobile Me. You can get a deal-
when you buy a computer, buy 

it on eBay, or —get this!— buy it 
any day of the week for $79 on 
Amazon,com! So don't pay full 

price! And if you see a deal, buy 
it. You can add it tothe end of the 
term you already have purchased.

The terms of service says you can’t put 
commercial sites on it, but if you go to 
an Apple store, they will proudly show 
you commercial sites hosted there! 

You can host in other places if you 
choose. Godaddy is a good place to 
get names, but Emilie isn’t sold on 
it for hosting, she says it’s not web 
friendly!

Mobile Me provides web hosting, 
iDisk space, and email addresses. One 
problem with using Mobile Me to host, 
however, is that they want you to only 
make updates to your site from one 
computer, because the source code 
lives on the computer you use, not in 
cyberspace!

You can work around this one by 
carrying your source documents with 
you on a thumb drive or CD. When you 
switch computers, you swap in the site 
folder. Just be careful that you always 
know where the most current set of 
documents resides!

CAUTION: If you are installing the 
new Snow Leopard operating system 
with a clean install: make sure you 
back up your site before installing; 
it will wipe it out!

Domain Forwarding
If you get a cool name for your site, 

you set up domain forwarding to fix it 
so that when they type in your cool 
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Digital Photography
& Photoshop CS4

Lessons Available 
Locally

One on One
$25 per hour.

Groups of 3 to 4
$25 pp per hr.

Field Trips Available
$50 pp for 4 hours,

for min. 4 to max. 8 people.

For more info:

Pete Bacheler
305.522.4863

flphoto@me.com
www.photone.net • pbacheler.smugmug.com

iWeb
continued from page two

name (germandocuments.com), the 
user is automatically redirected to 
your site with its longer name http:
//web.me.com/emiliestewart/emilie/
Welcome.html).

Publishing
Publishing your site makes your 

changes final and uploads it to the 
web hosting site. A caution about who 
views your site: You can set it up to let 
anyone in, but be careful about allowing 
people to comment. You can open it up 
to a lot of unpleasant craziness if you 
aren't selective about this!

Personally I add the caution that 
photos of the grandkids and personal 
information should probably be kept 

on a site with restricted access. Better to be safe!

PART TWO: Getting Your Website Seen
Assuming your site is of a more commercial nature or 

broader appeal, using iWeb and Mobile Me to get your 
site up on the web is just the first step. Now you want to 
get crawled by the search engines and included in their 
results. There are lots of ways, but here’s how Emilie 
did it:

1. Join Google. It’s free and you don’t have to take an 
email account with them.

2. Buy Rage Site Optimizer for $29.95 to process your 
site files so they're seen. Rage is one of many Search 
Engine Optimizer programs (SEOs).

3. Join Bing.com for webmaster tools (hosted by 
msn).

4. Sign up for Google Analytics and get Rage Site Op-
timizer.

Use Google 
Set up a profile and use it to communicate your site 

name. She put hers in the hobbies field. This gets crawled. 
Use the Google webmaster tools to set up site forward-
ing. (This is how your short site name gets linked to the 
longer one.)

Request Google to crawl your site. Be patient, the first 

One More Reason Not to 
Use iWeb’s Slideshows

iWeb’s Slideshow pages don’t get 
crawled by the search engines, 

no matter how you 
enter the text on them!

continued on page four

Check Out Peter’s Amazing Art! 
www.petersegerer.net
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and what didn't on her sites!

More ways to get people to your site
Go to any site that is related to your 

subject and request them to link to your 
site. Put it in comments, anywhere you 
can. Get on Facebook too.

Google “Emilie Stewart” and just 
watch what pops up... she has been 
working it!

Rage iWeb SEO Tool
You open this, load your iDisk site, 

give it your Mobile Me password and 
click on your name to load pages. It sets 
the title tags for your pages. These are 
important, because this is the line of 
info that comes up in the search engine 
when the result is shown.

You can also add Meta Tags with this 
tool. Meta Tags are invisible keywords 
that search engines fi nd.

A caution; every time you change 
your website with iWeb, you have to 
go back in and reapply the Meta Tags, 
then reload the page to update your 
site. Otherwise it is not seen!

The Images section lets you give En-
lish names to your images (JPGs). This 
allows them to be read as well.

Google Analytics
This set of tools gives you a long 

iWeb
continued from page three

What Google Doesn't Read
On Emilie’s site it skipped the 

About Me page, the Construction 
page, and the Links page.

If you want Google to read a 
link, don’t use an image with a               
hyperlink; instead type it out.

And Google never crawls the free 
hosting websites... so that means

our new UKMUG site won’t be 
crawled!

More Tips
Visit this site for a lot of “how to” 

info: squidoo.com

code that you imbed in your site map 
using Rage. The code allows Google 
Analytics (GA) to capture information 
about who is accessing your site, where 
they are coming from, how often they 
visit, what they dwell on, where they go 
next... patterns and statistics.

The Rage Site Automator is what 
Emilie calls a “must have program.” 
This one maps your site in hmtl and 
uploads the site map. The site map is 
critical to being seen on the web.

Thank you, Emilie, for a very inter-
esting evening full of learning about 
the web and how it works! Readers, be 
sure to check out the websites Emilie 
made, referenced in this article. Her 
handout is available on our PBworks 
website.

I Just Installed 
Snow Lepard and...

compiled from emails
 in the last month

They didn’t publicize that Apple-
Talk is discontinued with Snow 
Leopard.  Of course my LaserWriter 
printer works fi ne with JUST Leopard 
on it, but what a mess... I just lost 
a whole day. 

—Emilie Stewart

I have a lot of fi les still in Apple-
works... once I put in Snow Leopard 
I found I cannot open them. 

(Later) Graham opened my spread 
sheets in numbers for me and was 
able to save them.  I had some sta-
tionery fi les too and he fussed with 
those and strangely enough they 
now open in Appleworks--he is not 
sure what he did but I am back in 
business!  

 —Joanne Thomas

MU

How Not To Act Old
submitted by Karen Beal

Humorist Pamela Redmond Satran’s 
new book, How Not to Act Old, is avail-
able now at online book store.

You long ago figured out the 
internet. Have gathered a couple 
hundred of your closest friends on 
Facebook. And now you’re tweet-
ing -- assuming you’re doing it, 
you know that’s the verb for using 
Twitter -- which makes you feel oh-
so-young and groovy.

Except....you’re tweeting old.
How do I know?  Because I’m follow-

ing you.  And every time you tweet that 
you’re....

-- Cooking chicken for dinner
-- Driving the kids to school
-- Heading to the gym
-- Cleaning a closet
-- Or planning a night out with your 

husband
....you sound old old old.
Why? Because Twitter, right now at 

least, is really a professional tool. It 
may ask you what you’re doing, but 
it doesn’t really want to know. And 
neither do we.

That’s why Twitter makes you feel 
so asinine when you fi rst start using 
it: You fi nd yourself detailing the most 
boring, mundane events of your day, 
because you take seriously the Twitter 
command to write down what you’re 
actually doing.

continued on page fi ve
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WELCOME JACK McMAHON
by Tom Mulhall

Macintosh Systems Solutions is proud to an-
nounce that Jack McMahon has joined the com-
pany as a full time Service Technician.  Jack will be 
based in the Lower Keys, but will provide service 
throughout the Keys as necessary.

Jack comes to us from the Apple Retail store in 
Jacksonville, Florida, where he served as an Apple 
Genius.  Prior to Jacksonville, he was located at 
the Apple Retail store in Victor (Rochester), New 
York where he was in sales and later served as 
Apple Genius.  Jack left Rochester in search of 
better weather, but soon learned that Jacksonville 
was not far enough south, so he sought out the 
Southernmost Apple Specialist— our gain!

PhotoSketch: Better 
than Sliced Bread, 
Photoshop

submitted by Denise Malefyt

This is quite possibly the coolest thing I’ve ever seen a computer do! What if 
you could draw some stick figures on a screen and somehow magically create 
a beautiful image montage?

Well, it’s possible.
A group of students in China have created PhotoSketch, a project that 

does exactly what I just described: it takes a rough, hand-drawn sketch, 
scours the web for photos that match, and runs them through an algorithm, 
stitching it all together. Go to this site and watch the video presentation:    
http://blogs.zdnet.com/weblife/?p=965

Remember the 
Milk!

submitted by Karen Beal

Take your tasks anywhere with this 
feature-packed application. See tasks 
located nearby, add and complete 
tasks on the go, organize upcoming 
tasks, and sync it all seamlessly with 
Remember The Milk. (Now available on 
the iPhone App Store.)

MU
MU

Tweeting Old
continued from page four

And then, if you’re smart -- or if you’re 
reading How Not To Act Old -- you catch 
on that Twitter is really all about letting 
other people know how savvy and well-
connected and clever and plugged-in 
you are, all, of course, in a completely 
low-key, under-the-radar, provocative-
yet-cool way.

That’s why the median age of Twit-
ter users is the oldest of any social 
networking site, and also why my 
16-year-old calls it “whack” and 
“lame.”  Also, with everyone from 
your colleagues to your current boss 
to the boss you wish you had follow-
ing you, you owe it to yourself to 
tweet about that awesome story you 
read on Mashable, not what you’re 
cooking for dinner.

More from Pam Satran: How Not to 
Act Old on FacebookMU

Easily Adding E-mail 
Addresses

by Christopher Breen
thanks to Gary Kampel at SEMUG

A reader writes:
If I get an e-mail message with lots 

of recipients, is it possible to add all of 
them to Address Book at once?

Not with the tools included with Mail. 
However, a solution is just a down-
load away. That download is Andreas 
Amann’s donation-please Mail Scripts 
2.9.1: http://homepage.mac.com/
aamann/Mail_Scripts.html

As its name hints, this is a collection 
of AppleScripts that perform wondrous 
feats with Apple’s Mail and Address 
Book applications.

 The specific script you’re looking 
for is aptly named Add Addresses. Run 
it and you’ll be offered the option to 
add to Address Book any and all of 
the addresses found in the From,To, 
CC, and Reply-To fields of selected 
messages. MU



Macaholics UNANIMOUS Page 6

The Official Newsletter of the Upper Keys Macintosh Users Group August 1993                   Volume 1, Issue 1

is the official newsletter of the

Upper Keys Mac Users Group
A nonprofit organization devoted to the use (and 
sometimes abuse) of the Macintosh computer. Sub-
scriptions are $25.00 for one year. Contents © 1993 
- 2009 by the Upper Keys Macintosh Users Group 
except where noted. All other rights reserved. 

219 Second St. • Key Largo FL 33037
(305) 451-4601 • ukmug@bellsouth.net

VISIT

http://ukmug.pbworks.com/

UKMUG’s Collaborative Website

Post questions 
and requests for help

Post tips and tricks

Post your favorite links

Comment on all things Mac 
and UKMUG

Check on upcoming meetings

Come at
6:30 for the

Beginners Circle:
New! Bring your laptop 

and your questions Sept. 10 
at 6:30, and for a half-hour
prior to the main meeting 

we'll have experienced 
folks available to help, 

one on one, or in 
small groups.

New Blackberry 
Syncing Software

by Emilie Stewart

Great new software was released re-
cently by Blackberry enabling syncing 
between a Mac and a Blackberry.  Free 
from Blackberry:

http://na.blackberry.com/eng/
services/desktop/desktop_mac.jsp

Previously, you never got a full sync 
and couldn’t back up your Blackberry, 
unless you purchased third party soft-
ware (Missing Sync for Blackberry), 
which conflicted with syncing with 
Mobile Me.

I installed the software with no con-
flicts today.  Updated my Blackberry 
(took an hour) and had no issues.

It requires OSX 10.5.

TopXNotes Updated
from Jim Lee

Tropical Software has announced the 
TopXNotes 1.4.2 update to its popular 
personal note manager and organizer  for 
Macintosh. TopXNotes allows people to 
create, collect, store, and retrieve all the 
bits and pieces of information they find 
themselves inundated with on a daily 
basis. All existing customers should 
download this important version with 
several small but important fixes to 
Find, Check for Update, and some mi-
nor cosmetic fixes.

Awarded 4 out of 5 stars by Macworld 
magazine. TopXNotes’ intuitive interface 
allows notes to be both categorized and 
grouped, and allows the user complete 
control over the appearance of a note’s 
content.

Notes can also be synchronized with 
Classic iPods for handy retrieval while 
away from the computer. The company 
is working on support for iPhone and 
iPod Touch. 

Minimum Requirements:
* Mac OS X Version 10.3.9 or higher
* Universal Binary for PowerPC/Intel

* G4, G5, Intel Processor, 1GHz+
* 40 MB Hard Drive space
TopXNotes sells for $39.95 (USD) 

and is available from select Apple 
stores and other retail locations, or 
online from Apple, Amazon, and di-
rect from Tropical Software online: 
tropic4.com.

Tropical Software is dedicated to 
providing insanely great productivity 
tools for Apple products. MU

MU

Photo by
Bob 

Dillingham.

One
Morning

in the
Keys


