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My Top 10 Notes About TopXNotes

In March we welcomed back James
Lee, President of Tropical Software,
Inc., makers of TopXNotes. Known as
the #1 Mac user group presenter in the
Southeastern U.S., Jim is always good
at“info-taining” our group, and we were
pleased to see him again.

What is TopXNotes?

TopXNotes is a notepad-style per-
sonal organizer made specifically to
run on Macintoshes under OS X. In-
expensive, unobtrusive and just plain
handy, this little gem is right at your
fingertips when you need it.

Why TopXNotes?

OK I admit it — I'm an organization
junkie. I enjoy the benefits of knowing
where I can quickly put my fingers on
whateverIneed. While my homeis neat
and organized, I found I had little files
of “stuff” stashed all over my computer.
I'd made the leap to get things off of
Post-It notes and into the Mac, butfiles
were everywhere, in different folders,
in several programs —Databases, Ex-
cel, Word— I even had nested folders
within folders, using notes to myself
as the file names!

TopXNotes gives me one place to
put everything - securely and neatly.
It's flexible enough to allow the user
to do things their own way - it doesn’t
dictate howIchoose to organize things,
it just gives me a handy framework to
get the job done. And that’s why I love
this little utility!

Top X Surprises

Jim announced that TopXNotes is
now available in 34 Apple stores! You
can also download it from the Apple
online store, or from the website,
tropic4.com. Tropical Software offers
afree trialversion on their website, and
you can also sign up for an e-newslet-
ter, Notes on Notes, to help you get the
most out of it.

TopXNotes recently received a four
(outoffive) mouse rating from Macworld
Magazine, and has received very posi-
tive reviews in major online and print
publications.

by Sue Beal
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TopXNotes

dust Notes, Done Right!

Create, View, Access and Organize

These are the 4 things you can do
with your notes with TopXNotes.
Basic Notes

You can customize the look of
your notes, and add emphasis where
needed, using all the Apple fonts,
and an array of colors - color for the
text and/or color behind it, and even
“emphasis color” which is like using
a highlighter. You can use bold, italic,
condensed, expanded and shadowed
type, and you can align the text right,
left or center.

NoteOrganizer

The NoteOrganizer is an overview of
your notes, allowing you to group them
(sort of like folders in the Finder’s list
view.) You can drag and drop them to
reorganize your thoughts. You can cat-
egorize them, and assign colors and
icons to help you better recognize the
ones you use more often.

There are tabs in the NoteOrganizer,
soyou can sort them by Groups, Notes,
Category, Date Created or Date Modi-
fied.

MultiView

You can click a button and create a
MultiView window. You see the orga-

April 9, 7pm, KL Library

Adobe Illustrator:
What's so Great About Vector Art?

Sue Beal will use her 22 years of
Adobe Illustrator experience to high-
light the differences between vector
and bitmap (like Photoshop) images,
and will show the advantages of vec-
tor art as well as some cool things
that can be done with it. For those of
you who were hoping for Final Cut
Express-- I am sorry, but our origi-
nally scheduled speaker
was not available.

nizer on the left and one or more notes
to the right of it. When you click in the
body of a note, all the controls in the
window jump under/over that note and
apply to it; it is the active one.

Atthis point, Jim used the example of
shopping on the web. This is the use I
will be adding to my personal repertoire,
it will be so much better than what I
have been doing.

Jim had two lists, which he showed
side by side in MultiView. One had web-
sites with the username and password
for each, and the other had credit card
numbers and other info. He could pick
the website, go to it (live linked URLs!),
copy and paste the password, then, when
checking out, also copy and paste in
the credit card number! I have never
stored my credit card tropical €
numbers on my com- —
puter because I was
too paranoid about
security. But
since they
would be safely II Press Release
encrypted and *1.0 Shart Press Release
password pro- 2005 MUG Talk Schedule

"Finamcials
tected, I can do “MUG talk/PR Notes
this and save *Serlal Humbers

. ' “Web accounts
so much time! Credit Card

Home repairs

Great tip, Jim!

QuickNotes :h:w In Finder
QuickNotes Quit
is both a cat- NG

egory and a

system — when you assign that cat-
egory, the note shows in a special tiny
TopX icon called Quick-Notes. The

continued on page two
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TopXNotes

continued from page one

QuickNotes icon is a global floating
window which is always on top of other
windows on your screen. Clicking on
the QuickNotes icon drops down the
QuickNotes note access menu contain-
ing your “Top 10 Notes”— always avail-
able for rapid and easy access.

More Cool Features

- Drag & Drop Notes: you can drag
them out of TopXNotes to the desktop
and they will show up there as an RTF
(Rich Text Format) files.

- Export Notes: Save any note where
you want it, in RTF or TXT format.

- Export a Group: They export in
TopXNotes format, which is handy for
exchanging notes with friends who also
have the package.

- Drag & Drop between notes by
dragging and dropping between note
views.

New Features, New Versions

The newest release of TopXNotes is
1.4. The newest features include:
e Spell Checking
¢ Insert Date/Time
e Note Info now contains number of

lines and characters

e Keyboard shortcuts added

The latest release includes all of the
above features plus 10 sample notepads
to get users started.

For those ofyou who are stillrunning
Classic, there is a Classic version still
available on the Tropic4 website.

TopXNotes for iPod

ClassiciPod supportis now builtinto
the package, which includes the ability
todownload select notes and groups of
notes into your Classic or video iPod.
For those of us who don’t have a GPS
in the car, you could have directions
stored in the iPod for navigating... how
cool is that?

And... this just in... an iPhone and

ens TopXMNotes
NoteOrganizer
I Name & Category Mote
'a “ToDo | Urgen 1
[ call Topay! & Hone 14 |
D Credit Card W Mene 12
[ Directions I Mise. notes 2 |
9 Email Contacts W Keycontacls 3
E Financial- Budget W Computer 4 |
» [J Home |
¥ | MacwWorldZ005 pals |
Favarite wehsites B Computer 11 11
43 Hardware W Multiple 6
& Home repairs ] 10
[ miscellanesus W Mone 7
U NOTE THIS! W Multiple 13
v | Office
B FTP Notes W Computer 5
[&] shopping W Daily 8
¢ Software to order [ ] I 9
|
| & @EIDE+ .

iPod Touch application is on the way!
Security

Originally, the package came with one
encryption password. The password
was used as a key to scramble the data
(which, without encryption, was stored
as a simple, unsecure RTF file).

Now you have a choice of protecting
all of your data with one password, or
only protecting the notes you consider
sensitive.

You can set a different password for
every note if you wish, but this is not
recommended, because if you forget
the password... well, you know!

Nuts and Bolts

All of the TopXNotes datais stored in
one data file, which can be encrypted,
and you can set up regular, automatic
backups, so your data is always safe
and secure. After using the software
for over three years, I can also say that
it is extremely stable and I have never
had a problem with it.

My Top Ten TopXNotes Features
This package has a lot of nice things

Get organized today with TopXNotes™ - the premier Personal Note Manager for Mac.
Top rated by Charles Moore, Macsimum News, The Macintosh Guild, and Macworld Magazine.

Create, View, Access and Organize Your Notes
Loaded with handy features!

Try OU .. DY DEMO 8 IEW
Wiult TopXNotes' « o

Troplcal Software

WWW.TROPIC4.COM

M Quickly create, access, update and categorize notes
M View multiple notes at once

M Fast access to your notes with QuickNotes™

M Simple import and export; drag and drop support
M Encryption for sensitive information

M Customizable templates included

Award Winning Software for your Mac
LY e

s

riersiontracher

Personal Note Manager MAL | | wena

ABOUT JAMES LEE

James Lee
is the founder,
lead developer,
and owner of
Tropical Soft-
ware. James
started his
software ca-
reer with Apple Computer and
has over 9 years experience in
the Macintosh software industry.
Prior to working in the Macintosh
software development business, he
had extensive experience develop-
ing and managing the development
of geophysical and digital signal
processing software.

built in... here is a list of my Top Ten:

1.Backupfile settings - save as many
copies as you want, pulled at an inter-
val you set.

2. Not only can it recognize URLs
when you type or paste them in,
but it can set them up as friendly
links. What this means is, instead of
“https://secure.tropic4.com/WebStore/
index.php?” you can have the blue un-
derlined link say “Jim’s Website” and
click on that, hiding the messy URL.

3. Global Find and Replace editing
capability with case matching.

4. Free updates on the website, and
Jim Lee himself will help you if you
need it!

5. Helpis builtin and easy to access.
There is no printed manual to store.

6. QuickNotes’ tiny pop-up windowis
optional, you can turn it off in prefer-
ences. (I like it off!)

7. Widen the Organizer window and
you see more info about your notes -
date created/modified, for example. You
can sortbythese, which can sometimes
help you spot things when you can’t
remember what you named them (yes,
it happens to all of us, not just you!).

8.Predefined and customizable notes
templates get you started easily.

9.Functions canbe accessed through
the menus or by using toolbar but-
tons.

10. You can print your notes easily
if the need arises. One note or all of
them.

Thanks, Jim, for another informa-
tive evening and a great product! T

SRR

Macaholics UNANIMOUS Page 2



e - 2725 :
S
LIBRARY ¢ Podcast Time Release Dabi¥® Description

n Wi & THNPR: Car Talk Podcast 2128103 The fusniest call in show on radia hapg

B vovies 1 = Car Talk 0909 February 28,... 212807 A warm blanket can work wondars, b
L] & Car Ta'lk 0508 February 21.. 54:12 2/26/M09 Caniel Pinkaater's search for a car witk
EWM L] & Car Talk D508 February 21.. 53:58 2/21008 Caniel Pinkwater's search for a car witk
i L] @ Car Talk 0507 Februgry 14,...  5X52 2/14/03 The oft-maligned Car Talk Puzzier hits
L Ausdiobooks ] ¥ Car Talk 0506 February 7, .. 402 217009 s 2 Sab w3, Suzuicl dispute 3 sign of tf
K Aeplicaticns ' 2] & Car Talk 0505 January 11, .. LR AR TE LN ] 1B years of hauling fish and E-months
' Radia ® Car Talk 0504 January 24, 53:59 | L12aM9 A bad case of Male Answer Syndrome b
B, Engloses ¥ Car Talk 0803 January L7, 53:10 L1708 A few cholcn words from Croucho Man
b ¥ Car Talk 0502 January L0, .. 53:31 | 1116049 s Detroin desgerane encugh 1o 1ake ma

STORE

How to sign up for a Podcast. ..
or... how to get Car Talk on demand!

by Sue Beal

Someone asked me how you do this, so I figured there are others who might
not know... I love Car Talk on NPR, but I never have the opportunity to listen
to the radio. Here's how I never miss a show:

e Open iTunes and then go to the
iTI:mes store ¢ Adabe Headel’ g. 1

e Click “Podcasts” by Rich Boyer

* Type “Car Talk” in the search field Several ‘Geek-Level 9° members of

e Ofthe 2 top ones that come up-one | an Arizona Mac user group strongly
is just the call of the week, and the | recommend, that folks using Adobe’s
other one is the whole show. free Acrobat Reader, upgrade to ver-

 Click on the Subscribe button. sion 9.1

Apparently the older version has
some web/security issues.

I'm usually way behind on this stuff,
but “in the unlikely event” you’re ‘be-

Then check your iTunes every week
or so (under Podcasts ) and you'll see
a new episode every week. (Click the
triangle beside Car Talk to see the in-

hinder’ than me ... here’s where you
dividual epidsodes.) can get it:
If you don’t listen for 4 weeks it will http://www.versiontracker.com/

stopdownloading them andyou’llhave | gun/moreinfo/macosx/107 1]
to resubscribe. Il

Friends don’t
let friends
use Windows.

Macintosh Systems Solutions

1001 Truman Avenue @ Grinnell. Key West. 305.293.1888

g
' Apple Specialist
Apple Authorized Sales, Service, and Training from Key Largo to Key West. Cool.

Remember Bail?
submitted by Eugene Hasiak

If you've ever launched a program
by accident, and waited 2 minutes for
it to load before you could quit, you,
too must miss that old OS9 “Bail” ap-
plication that let you quit in the first 3
seconds. Now with a single click from
the dock you can fix that... especially
ifit’s one of those programs that takes
a while to launch. You’ll love this tip.
Just immediately hit Control-Option
and click its Dock icon, then choose
Force Quit from the contextual menu.
The program will quit right away! Il

ORES) LT O PmBOR-

Take a
photo of
your screen
with iPod
Touch or
iPhone

by Karen Strobel

Here's how:Ifyou hold the round but-
ton at the bottom (home button?) and
the sleep/power button at the top, it will
take a photo of your screen.

It stores it with your photos on your
phone or Touch. I

Need Windows on
Your Mac?

by Allen Kalka - President of the
Mount Dora Macintosh Users Group

There is an alternative program
called Crossover (http:/www.
codeweavers.com/products/). It is
based on the WINE project, does not
require a copy of Windows to function
and is essentially a semi-version of
Windows 2000.

I mainly use it for several online
poker programs (that do not have Mac
versions) and the Guitar series from PG
Music. So far,Ihave not found anything
major it cannot run. There is a list of
compatible products on the site.

It only runs on Intel-based Macs and
costs $39.95 for the Standard version
and $69.95 for the Professional version
(both downloadable). ]
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Cathy cartoon thanks to John Cooper.

HOLD Om, HOMEY !
I MEED T FINSH LOADING
THESE iTUNES ON mi (POD...

AW

THEM T MEED TD GET THESE
SHOTS DUMPED INTO iPHOTO...

=

THEM I LIANT T0 UPGRADE
MY ILIFE 50 I CAN DO MORE
EDITIRG 1M IMINIE AND iIND.,,

THEH T MEED TO SHNL
M SCHEDULE 1M iGAL...

M NEU APPS Om 0T PMONE.,.

THEN I MEED TO TRY ALL )

I bANT 10 Eﬂa‘ﬂ]ml'ij

THEM
Vil PROGEAMS 1) (WORK ...

© 005 CANY CLEEPATTE Seat. by Ubvesics s Sreadicnte

THEN T MERD TO
REPORT EVERYTHING ON
THE BLOG T'M
DESIE MIMG 1M TWER...

20% DISCOUNT
to UKMUG
MEMBERS

PRINT YOUR DIGITAL IMAGES and FILES up
t0 40” x 60” @ 1440x720 dpi with PIGMENTED
INKS on our NEW EPSON 9500!

Output onto: Photo Quality Paper,
Art Canvas, Watercolor Paper...
Or: OUTPUT your DIGITAL FILES onto
35mm SLIDES or NEGATIVES with our
MARK 11l LASER-GRAPHICS FILM RECORDER!

TOM STACK & ASSOC. * 852-5520
154 Tequesta St, Tavernier

ASG

“All Systems Go”

ompujrinq

)

* Repair

* Upgrades

* Custom Systems

* PC or Mac Service

305-453-3039

CELL (305] 6190180

ROBERT SAX

MU Classifieds ¢ MU Classifieds

Call or email Sue if you have
something to give away or sell!
Classified ads are free.

Thanks from Leda

LedaDunmire wrote: please pass on
my thanks to everyone who emailed
Parallels/Windows on Mac help. I
haven’t been able to get back to all
the helpful respondents yet but
I really appreciate all the advice! [

FREE OS X CLASSES
The Apple Store atthe Falls has free OS X

classes every Saturday from 9-10 am!
Call for more info:

Apple Store at The Falls
305-234-4565

8888 SW 136th Street,
Suite 450

Miami, FL 33176
Mon-Sat:
10am-9:30pm

Macaholics INANIMOUS

is the official newsletter of the

Upper Keys Mac Users Group

A nonprofit organization devoted to the use (and
sometimes abuse) of the Macintosh computer. Sub-
scriptions are $25.00 for one year. Contents © 1993
- 2009 by the Upper Keys Macintosh Users Group
except where noted. All other rights reserved.

219 Second St. * Key Largo FL 33037
(305) 451-4601 * ukmug@bellsouth.net

ONLINE SOURCES FOR MAC HELP:

http://www.macworld.com/mac_help/
http://www.apple.com/pro/tips/
http://www.mactipsandtricks.com/
http://www.apple.com/support/
http://www.mactips.org/
http://www.macosxhints.com/
http://tips4mac.blogspot.com/
http://www.mac-hints-tips.com/
http://www.macfixit.com

XX
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